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SECRETARY CLINTON: Hello, how are you all? I actually missed you. (Laughter.) I know, I 
know, and I wanted to thank you for the flowers. I really appreciated those. They are immeasurably 
adding to the healing process.

But I wanted to come down because, obviously, there’s a lot going on, and there are a number of 
important issues to address today. But I want to start with yesterday’s unfortunate events in 
Honduras, which were a test of the inter-American system’s ability to support and defend 
democracy and constitutional order in our hemisphere.

The United States has been working with our partners in the OAS to fashion a strong consensus 
condemning the detention and expulsion of President Zelaya and calling for the full restoration of 
democratic order in Honduras. Our immediate priority is to restore full democratic and 
constitutional order in that country.

Today, foreign ministers of the Rio Group will be attending a previously scheduled meeting of 
Central American leaders in Managua, Nicaragua to address the issue of Honduras. And tomorrow, 
the OAS will hold an Extraordinary General Assembly.

As we move forward, all parties have a responsibility to address the underlying problems that led to 
yesterday’s events in a way that enhances democracy and the rule of law in Honduras. To that end, 
we will continue working with the OAS and other partners to construct a process of dialogue and 
engagement that will promote the restoration of democratic order, address the serious problems of 
political polarization in Honduras, restore confidence in their institutions of government, and ensure 
that Honduras moves successfully towards its scheduled presidential elections in November of this 
year.

At the OAS General Assembly earlier this month in San Pedro Sula – some of you were with me 
there – the United States insisted that the larger debate on Cuba be framed within the OAS’s 
commitment to democracy and human rights. Along with key partners, we won a reaffirmation of 
the principles of democracy and constitutional order that define the Organization of American 
States. Now, the wisdom of our approach, I think, was evident yesterday when the OAS and the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter were used as a basis for our response to the coup that occurred. 

Let me also say a word about the detention of five British Embassy staff in Tehran. We are 
following this situation with great concern. We have noted the statement from the European Union. 
We find that the harassment of Embassy staff is deplorable, and we will continue to support the 

http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/06/125487.htm#
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/06/125487.htm#
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/06/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/index.htm
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.state.gov/


United Kingdom in calling for their release.

Finally, on Iraq. Tomorrow, June 30th, marks the end of U.S. troop presence in Iraqi cities and 
localities. This is a significant milestone in the responsible withdrawal of our forces from Iraq and 
in Iraq’s journey to become a stable, sovereign, self-reliant state. 

This morning, I held a secure videoconference with Ambassador Hill and some of his senior team in 
Baghdad. The ambassador provided updates on the security, political, and economic situation in 
Iraq, and we discussed a number of the challenges and opportunities that we are facing.

As you remember, this withdrawal is occurring under the so-called SOFA agreement, the Status of 
Forces Agreement, and it is occurring in concert with the Iraqis. There is another document that we 
will now be turning our attention to with even greater concern; that is, the Strategic Framework 
Agreement which sets forth the way forward for the relationship between the United States and 
Iraq.

So there is a lot going on, and I wanted to come down and talk about some of what we are doing. 
And I’d be happy to take some of your questions. 

QUESTION: Secretary Clinton, do you -- 

MR. KELLY: Arshad, yes.

QUESTION: Do you believe – you used the words “detention” and “expulsion.” Do you believe 
that a military coup d’état has taken place in Honduras, or are you studying a legal – formal legal 
determination that a coup d’état has taken place and that would therefore trigger the appropriations 
– (inaudible) appropriations aid cutoff that is required under U.S. law?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, we do think that this has evolved into a coup. The president, as 
you know, has been expelled. Another person has been substituted for the president. But we think 
that this is a fast-moving situation that requires constant attention, which we are certainly providing 
to it, along with our bilateral partners and through the OAS as our multilateral vehicle. We are 
encouraging that there be a delegation going to Honduras following the Extraordinary General 
Assembly tomorrow to begin working with the parties to try to restore constitutional order. So we 
are withholding any formal legal determination. But I think the reality is that having expelled the 
president, we have a lot of work to do to try to help the Hondurans get back on the democratic path 
they’ve been on for a number of years now.

QUESTION: You’re not thinking about (inaudible) aid?

MR. KELLY: (Inaudible.)

SECRETARY CLINTON: Jill.

QUESTION: Secretary Clinton, isn’t the U.S. in an uncomfortable position nonetheless, because 
you’re invoking democratic norms to restore a president who some would argue was taking illegal 
steps to stay in office? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: You know, Jill, I think it’s important that we stand for the rule of law 
and democracy and constitutional order. And when I talk about supporting the work that’s being 
done in the OAS, and certainly a distinguished delegation to work with the parties in Honduras, I 
think that all parties involved have to take a step back and look at how the institutions within their 
democracy are supposed to be working. So there are certain concerns about orders by independent 
judicial officials that should be followed and the like, but the extraordinary step taken of arresting 
and expelling the president is our first and foremost concern right now. 

Then we do want to work with the parties, as I said, to try to return to a rule of law, and that means 
for everybody. Everybody needs to kind of take a step back here and take a deep breath. And so, 
look, we have a lot at stake in maintaining our democracy and not going backwards, and we would 
expect all parties to play a responsible role in doing that.



MR. KELLY: Okay, Bob, AP.

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, you mentioned Iraq. I’m wondering if there are ways in which 
you think the Iraqis are still vulnerable to letting the security situation slip back to where it was. Are 
you fully confident?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, Bob, I spoke to Ambassador Hill today. I’ve spoken to him a 
number of times in the last couple of weeks. And both he and General Odierno have reiterated their 
belief that the Iraqi forces are up to the job that currently confronts them. Now, the United States 
remains prepared to assist if necessary, but there is a great deal of confidence in the fundamental 
ability of the Iraqis to begin to protect their citizens. 

Having said that, we’ve seen what’s happened the last few weeks. We’ve had some horrific 
bombings and the loss of hundreds of lives. But our assessment is that the Iraqis are ready, willing, 
and able to step up to this. And as I’ve said, we will continue our presence there; we’re not pulling 
wholesale out. We will continue our presence there as we fulfill the requirements under the SOFA, 
and we stand ready to assist them if necessary.

MR. KELLY: Okay, last question to James Rosen.

SECRETARY CLINTON: I can take a couple more.

MR. KELLY: You want to take two more?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes.

QUESTION: I’ll ask all the last questions. (Laughter.)

SECRETARY CLINTON: Why am I not surprised. (Laughter.)

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, I hope you’re feeling well.

SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. I’m engaged in a different form of arms control, I think. 
(Laughter.) Quite challenging.

QUESTION: On Iran, the sense we’ve been getting from your aides that we’ve been talking to is 
that the U.S. policy of engagement obviously is somewhat in abeyance right now as we wait to see 
this fluid situation on the ground in Tehran and throughout the country evolve. But I wonder what 
you would say to the argument that any prospect for meaningful engagement by the U.S. and the P-
5+1, of which the UK is obviously a member, are drastically set back by what we’ve seen; in fact, 
that you’ve gotten your answer to all of your attempts at engaging this regime, that you’ve seen an 
authoritarian regime unmask itself, and that, in essence, they’re never going to strike any grand 
bargain with you on the nuclear question or terrorism or anything else.

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, there certainly is reason for us to be cautious in our dealings with 
Iran. There is not yet a final outcome of the process that they’re engaged in internally to 
demonstrate to their own people the credibility of the electoral process that has just been completed. 
So I am well aware of the daunting challenges ahead of us or any group that tries to deal with the 
Iranian regime.

Having said that, I think the President has made clear in several statements in the last week that 
we’re going to watch this unfold and we’re going to act in America’s national interest. That’s what 
this has always been about. It’s never been about Iran as much as it’s been about the values, goals, 
and the interests of the United States of America. And we remain committed to doing all we can to 
try to prevent Iran from becoming a nuclear weapons power.

So we’re going to watch this and we’re going to gauge our actions accordingly.

QUESTION: But there’s no sense you get in which these events might have somehow enhanced 
the prospects for engagement, have they?

SECRETARY CLINTON: I’m not going to make a value judgment on what they may or may not 



have done. I’m just going to reiterate that everything we intend to do is in light of how we view 
America’s long-term interests and security, as well as those of friends and allies, not just in the 
region but around the world.

MR. KELLY: Mary Beth Sheridan. 

QUESTION: Madam Secretary, sorry, if I could just return for a second to Honduras, just to clarify 
Arshad’s point – so, I mean, the U.S. provides aid both under the Foreign Assistance Act and the 
Millennium challenge. So even though there are triggers in those; that countries have to behave – 
not have coups, you’re not going to cut off that aid?

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, Mary Beth, we’re assessing what the final outcome of these 
actions will be. This has been a fast-moving set of circumstances over the last several days, and 
we’re looking at that question now. Much of our assistance is conditioned on the integrity of the 
democratic system. But if we were able to get to a status quo that returned to the rule of law and 
constitutional order within a relatively short period of time, I think that would be a good outcome.

So we’re looking at all of this. We’re considering the implications of it. But our priority is to try to 
work with our partners in restoring the constitutional order in Honduras.

QUESTION: And does that mean returning Zelaya himself? You would insist on that in order to –

SECRETARY CLINTON: We are working with our partners. The OAS will have this 
Extraordinary General Assembly tomorrow. We haven’t laid out any demands that we are insisting 
on, because we’re working with others on behalf of our ultimate objectives, which are shared 
broadly. So we think that the arrest and expulsion of a president is certainly cause for concern that 
has to be addressed. And it’s not just with respect to whether our aid continues, but whether 
democracy in Honduras continues. 

MR. KELLY: Okay. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Okay? 

QUESTION: One more. 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Yeah. 

QUESTION: Madame Secretary, back to Iran. The Guardian Council has just announced that it – 
just after a limited recount, that they consider the vote valid. Is this enough for the international 
community? Do you plan on recognizing the government of President Ahmadinejad? I mean, we’ve 
seen this crisis over the last few weeks illustrate a real division in the regime. Do you think that this 
is the beginning of the end of the Iranian regime? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I’m not going to speculate on what happens with their internal 
regime. Obviously, they have a huge credibility gap with their own people as to the election 
process. And I don’t think that’s going to disappear by any finding of a limited review of a 
relatively small number of ballots. 

But clearly, these internal matters are for Iranians themselves to address and we hope that they will 
be given the opportunity to do so in a peaceful way that respects the right of expression. And it has 
been my position and that of our Administration that we support the fundamental values of people’s 
voices being heard, their votes being counted. And we’ll have to see how this unfolds. You know, 
it’s – this is a historic moment for Iran and for the Iranian people. And I don’t want to speculate on 
how it’s going to turn out. 

QUESTION: Well, will you recognize President Ahmadinejad as the democratically elected 
president? 

SECRETARY CLINTON: We’re going to take this a day at a time. We’re going to watch and 
carefully assess what we see happening. 



Thank you all very much. 

QUESTION: Okay. Thank you.
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Honduras: Investigate Abuses, Repeal Repressive Measures 

October 30, 2009 

(Washington, DC) - The restoration of constitutional order in Honduras should be accompanied by 
the immediate repeal of repressive decrees issued by the de facto government, and a full 
investigation of abuses committed in the aftermath of the coup, Human Rights Watch said today.

The de facto government of Honduras and the deposed president, Manuel Zelaya, announced today 
that that they had struck a deal on the evening of October 29, 2009, to restore Zelaya to office.  The 
exact terms of the accord are unknown.  

"Honduras urgently needs to address the serious damage to human rights since the coup," said José 
Miguel Vivanco, Americas Director at Human Rights Watch.  "Honduras needs to roll back 
repressive legislation and give unequivocal orders to security forces to end their abuses and 
cooperate with the investigations of the human rights unit of the Attorney General's office."

RELATED MATERIALS: 
Honduras: Stop Blocking Human Rights Inquiries 
Honduras: Restore Press Freedom Immediately 
Honduras: New Reports of Abuses 
Honduras needs to roll back repressive legislation, and give unequivocal orders to security forces  
to end their abuses and cooperate with the investigations of the human rights unit of the Attorney  
General's office. 
José Miguel Vivanco, Americas Director at Human Rights Watch 

Also available in: Español 
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Reports indicate that at least five people have been killed in the political turmoil in Honduras since 
21 September 2009, when deposed President Manuel Zelaya returned to the country. Mass 
demonstrations against the de facto authorities have taken place in various cities across Honduras, 
and there are reports of many demonstrators having been beaten and some shot by security forces, 
and of wide-scale arbitrary detentions.
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URGENT ACTION
Abuses escalate in crackdown
Reports indicate that at least five people have been killed in the political turmoil in Honduras 
since 21 September, when deposed President Manuel Zelaya returned to the country. Mass 
demonstrations against the de facto authorities have taken place in various cities across 
Honduras, and there are reports of many demonstrators having been beaten and some shot by 
security forces, and of wide-scale arbitrary detentions.

On Tuesday 22 September, police officers are alleged to have shot dead 18 year-old José Jacobo 
Euceda Perdomo in the city of San Pedro Sula. A further four people are reported to have died in 
Tegucigalpa, including a 65-year-old man who died of gunshot wounds received during a 
demonstration. 

During the 22 and 23 September, reports indicate that police entered poor residential 
neighbourhoods of the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa and the second city San Pedro Sula, searching 
for opponents of the de factoauthorities who had taken part in demonstrations since 21 September. 
Police are reported to have remained in the residential neighbourhoods for several hours, during 
which time they fired live ammunition and tear gas, and entered homes without warrants late at 
night, beating and detaining many individuals. Young people appear to have been particularly 
targeted in these raids.
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The location of those who were detained in Tegucigalpa remains unclear: some were taken to the 
main police stations, while others may have been held in the residential neighbourhoods. Such 
irregular methods of detention place individuals at risk of grave human rights abuses, since they 
may never be formally registered as being in detention. While many are believed to have been 
released, it is possible that others remain detained in unknown locations.

Tension has also remained high during the day in some areas. The curfew was lifted for several 
hours on 23 September in Tegucigalpa, and in the aftermath of a demonstration against the de 
factoauthorities there were reports of beatings and arbitrary detentions of demonstrators or those 
suspected of being demonstrators Witnesses have reported seeing soldiers randomly beating people 
on the street with wooden clubs.

PLEASE WRITE IMMEDIATELY in Spanish or your own language:
• call for the de facto authorities to stop using excessive force against protestors and respect 

freedom of expression and association;
• urge the de facto authorities to immediately release all detainees, unless they are charged 

with a recognisable criminal offence and are immediately granted access to lawyers and 
relatives.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 06 November TO:
Mr Roberto Micheletti
Casa Presidencial
Boulevard Juan Pablo Segundo
Palacio José Cecilio del Valle
Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Fax: 504 239 3298
Salutation: Mr Micheletti
(Note: it is not possible to confirm that this fax number is still the correct one for the office inside 
the Casa Presidencial – please send letters as well as faxes to ensure the message arrives).

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please check with 
your section office if sending appeals after the above date.

URGENT ACTION

Abuses escalate in crackdown

ADditional Information
Concerns about human rights in Honduras have intensified since the democratically elected 
President José Manuel Zelaya Rosales was forced from power on 28 June and expelled from the 
country by a military-backed group of politicians led by Roberto Micheletti, former leader of the 
National Congress. There has been widespread unrest in the country since the coup d’etat with 
frequent clashes between the police, military and civilian protestors. At least seven people are 
reported to have died in unclear circumstances since 28 June. Curfews have been imposed 
sporadically and often with little notice since 21 September, leaving people with few opportunities 
to buy food and fuel.

Tensions have mounted since the return to Honduras of deposed President Manuel Zelaya on 21 
September. The resulting demonstrations against the de facto authorities have met with wide-scale 
repression from the security forces, leaving many wounded and reports of five dead since 21 
September. While a high-level delegation from the Organization of American States was due to visit 



the country on the weekend of 26 September with the objective of securing a negotiated solution, 
recent reports indicate that the de facto authorities have proposed a delay of several days.

A research mission to Honduras by Amnesty International took place from 28 July – 2 August 2009. 
The delegates collected many first hand testimonies of human rights abuses against protestors. 
Amnesty International delegates interviewed many of the 75 people detained at the Jefatura 
Metropolitana Nº3 police station in Tegucigalpa after the police, supported by the military, broke up 
a peaceful demonstration on 30 July. The report illustrates many cases of ill-treatment, including 
beatings with batons, by police and military against the protesters.

During the mission Amnesty International was able to confirm that detention and ill-treatment of 
peaceful protestors are being employed as a form of punishment against those openly opposing the 
de facto government: other protestors who support the de facto regime did not suffer the same 
abuses. Evidence contained in the report shows that during the mass arrests of protestors by the 
police and military, some women and girls were subjected to gender-based violence.

The human rights situation outside of Tegucigalpa is believed to be equally or even more serious. 
The checkpoints along the primary roads in Honduras are currently manned by military and police 
who often delay or refuse entry to human rights organizations to areas where human rights 
violations are reportedly occurring. 

Amnesty International is deeply concerned that using excessive force, ill treatment and mass 
detentions to repress dissent will only serve to inflame tensions further and lead to serious human 
rights violations. Force must only be employed in the most extreme circumstances, and not as a 
method to prevent people’s legitimate right to peacefully demonstrate.

Amnesty International found that limits have been imposed on freedom of expression and there 
have been a number of attacks against journalists - including the closure of media outlets, the 
confiscation of equipment and physical abuse of journalists and camerapersons covering events.
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PRESS RELEASE
 

N° 65/09
 

IACHR CONDEMNS EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE IN REPRESSION OF PROTESTS IN 
HONDURAS

 
Washington, DC, September 22, 2009 – The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR) strongly condemns the excessive use of force in the repression of protests that have 
taken  place  in  Tegucigalpa,  near  the  Embassy  of  Brazil,  the  current  location  of  President 
Manuel Zelaya Rosales.
 
According  to  the  information  received,  after  President  Zelaya  returned  to  Honduras  on 
September 21, 2009, the  de facto  government imposed a curfew which is still in place and 
ordered the airports to be closed. In this context, police and military forces repressed the 
protests in the vicinity of the Embassy with excessive use of force, using tear gas and rubber 
bullets. Moreover, information was received indicating that hundreds of individuals had been 
detained  and  that  State  agents  threw  tear  gas  canisters  into  the  headquarters  of  the 
Committee of Relatives of Detained-Disappeared in Honduras (COFADEH), at the time that the 
organization was attending to complaints and witness statements by individuals injured during 
the  repression.  The  IACHR was  also  informed  that  the  Embassy  of  Brazil  in  Honduras  is 
surrounded by State security forces and cut off from all external communication following the 
application of a power outage in the area. Other power outages interrupted the broadcasts of 
radio Globo and TV Channel 36.
 
The  IACHR  calls  on  the  de  facto  regime  to  urgently  adopt  all  appropriate  measures  to 
guarantee the rights to life, integrity and security of all persons. In particular, the Commission 
urges the de facto authorities to respect the right to life and integrity of the individuals who 
have been detained, as well as of President Manuel Zelaya Rosales, the members of his family 
and his cabinet who have taken refuge in the Embassy, the Brazilian diplomatic staff, and all 
persons who are currently in the Embassy.
 
The Inter-American Commission urges the de facto authorities to investigate the excessive use 
of force used to repress the demonstrations in support of President Manuel Zelaya and to 
punish those responsible for the human rights violations that are determined to have taken 
place following the appropriate investigations. Moreover, the IACHR reiterates its call on the de 
facto  government  of  Honduras  to  respect  public  demonstrations  and  reiterates  that  all 
individuals  without  distinction  must  be equally  protected in  the  exercise  of  their  rights  of 
freedom of expression, assembly and political participation. In this sense, the Inter-American 



Commission once again expresses its deep concern over the repeated use of various states of 
emergency in Honduras, in this case a curfew, to suspend fundamental rights and to prevent 
public protests.
 
In particular, the Commission expresses its deep concern over the restrictions to freedom of 
expression  through  indirect  means  such  as  power  outages  that,  in  practice,  lead  to  the 
interruption  of  the  broadcasting  of  certain  media  outlets.  The  IACHR  and  the  Special 
Rapporteurship for Freedom of Expression demand absolute respect of the right to freedom of 
expression, and call on the de facto authorities to ensure all guarantees so that journalists and 
media outlets may freely and securely perform their work of informing the public.
 
A  principal,  autonomous  body  of  the  Organization  of  American  States  (OAS),  the  IACHR 
derives its mandate from the OAS Charter and the American Convention on Human Rights. The 
Inter-American Commission has  the  mandate to  promote respect  for  human rights  in  the 
region and acts as a consultative body to the OAS in this matter. The Commission is composed 
of  seven  independent  members  who  act  in  a  personal  capacity,  without  representing  a 
particular country, and who are elected by the OAS General Assembly. 

 
Useful links:
IACHR Visit to Honduras     
IACHR Web site     
 

http://www.cidh.org/DefaultE.htm
http://www.cidh.org/Comunicados/English/2009/60-09eng.htm
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Honduras must launch full investigation into death of human 
rights campaigner
Honduras must launch full investigation into death of human rights campaigner 

Honduran authorities must launch an urgent and independent investigation into the murder of 
human rights activist Walter Trochez who was killed late on Sunday night while walking home 
through the centre of Tegucigalpa, Amnesty International said on Monday. 

According to sources, Walter Trochez was shot in the chest by a drive-by gunman and taken to 
hospital where he later died. Amnesty International said it fears that he may have been targeted 
because of his human rights work. 

Walter Trochez told Amnesty International on Friday that he had escaped a kidnapping attempt on 4 
December after suffering several hours of beatings and threats by masked men. They had 
interrogated Walter Trochez about individuals opposed to the de facto authorities who seized power 
following the 28 June coup d'état. 

"The murder of Walter Trochez must be investigated immediately and those responsible brought to 
justice." said Kerrie Howard, Americas Programme Deputy Director at Amnesty International. "It is 
essential that human rights defenders and opposition activists are able to exercise freedom of 
expression without fearing threats or attacks." 

Since June, Walter Trochez had been documenting human rights violations during protests against 
the coup d'état. He was already known for his human rights work with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
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transgender community in Honduras. 

During his kidnapping on 4 December, four armed men had forced Walter Trochez into their van 
before repeatedly beating him in the face with a pistol butt and threatening that "even if you give us 
the information we're going to kill you, we have orders to kill you". 

After finally managing to open the van door, Walter fell out on the street and ran into a deserted 
wasteland where he hid until his captors drove off. 

"Amnesty International's fears that Walter's killing may be a sign of worse abuses to come in the 
athmosphere of political instability and fear that has prevailed since the copu d’état in June," said 
Kerrie Howard. "Walter's killers must be brought to justice, and the de facto authorities must ensure 
all reports of reprisals against protestors and campaigners are fully investigated and subject to the 
full weight of the law." 



 

El ejército y la policía hondureña montan guardia en los alrededores de la embajada brasileña en 
Tegucigalpa
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Denuncian a la policía hondureña por asesinar a un seguidor de Zelaya
(AFP) – 12/12/2009 
TEGUCIGALPA — El presidente del Comité para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos en 
Honduras (Codeh), Andrés Pavón, denunció el sábado que la policía mató a un seguidor del 
depuesto presidente Manuel Zelaya.

"El cuerpo de Santos Corrales García fue encontrado ayer (viernes) cerca de Talanga (50 km al este 
de la capital) y la cabeza aún no ha aparecido", dijo Pavón a la AFP.

El activista humanitario aseguró que la muerte de Corrales García se enmarca en una "ola 
represiva" contra los miembros del Frente de Resistencia contra el Golpe de Estado que el 28 de 
junio derrocó a Zelaya y sentó en su lugar a Roberto Micheletti.

Pavón relató que Corrales García fue detenido en la tarde del 5 de diciembre en la colonia Nueva 
Capital, sur de Tegucigalpa, por cinco personas vestidas con uniformes de la Dirección Nacional de 
Investigación Criminal (DNIC), con fusiles Galil y pistolas 9 mm y transportándose en un vehículo 
Tacoma azul.

"El domingo a la una de la mañana llegó otro vehículo, o pudiera ser el mismo, hasta la casa de 
Vilma Martínez, Sandra Yamilet Ordóñez, Luis Carballo e Isidro Baca" en la misma colonia, y se 
los llevaron. "Durante el recorrido les pusieron bolsas negras en la cabeza para hacerlos perder la 
orientación, los tuvieron en casas clandestinas o supuestas celdas de policía, en el interrogatorio les 
preguntaban por Ada Marina Castillo", explicó.

Castillo ha sido una de las responsables de una bodega en la que se recaudaban víveres y agua para 
los manifestantes del Frente de Resistencia, que ha exigido en las calles la restitución de Zelaya.
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El miércoles 9 de diciembre, los captores condujeron a Martínez, Ordóñez y Carballo, atados de 
pies y manos, a la salida del norte de la capital y a Baca, en Choluteca, 120 km al sur de 
Tegucigalpa. "Al dejarlos libres les advirtieron que tenían tres días para abandonar el barrio donde 
viven o el país", aseguró Pavón.

"Consideramos que este horrendo crimen se suma a otros más que han ocurrido, donde los cuerpos 
presentan señales de tortura brutal, como cortarles la lengua y las orejas", aseguró el Codeh en un 
comunicado. "Esta agresión, de baja intensidad, está orientada a la construcción del miedo 
colectivo", señaló.

"Si tiene pruebas que (Pavón) acuda al Ministerio Público", dijo escuetamente a la AFP el director 
nacional de DNIC, comisionado Francisco Murillo.

Copyright © 2011 AFP. Todos los derechos reservados. Más »
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Obama's Latin American Policy Looks Like 
Bush's
By TIM PADGETT Thursday, Dec. 03, 2009 

 
Ousted Honduran President Manuel Zelaya has his hat handed to him before a news conference 
inside the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa 
Edgard Garrido / Reuters

After months of delay, Arturo Valenzuela was finally confirmed as Assistant Secretary of State for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs last month. But for a job with such a long title, he may find it's short on 
clout these days. Ostensibly, Valenzuela is President Obama's new point man on Latin America; in 
reality, that job looks to be under the control of Republicans in Congress and conservatives inside 
Obama's own diplomatic corps. In fact, when it comes to U.S. policy in Latin America — as events 
this week in Honduras suggest — it's often hard to tell if George W. Bush isn't still President.
Granted, Latin America is on Obama's back burner as he tackles Afghanistan. But next year he 
plans to tackle immigration reform — an issue, like drug trafficking and free trade, that's heavily 
related to how well the U.S. helps Latin America build more equitble democratic institutions (the 
region has the world's worst gap between rich and poor). Yet as he ends his first year in office, 
Obama seems to have ceded Latin America strategy to right-wing Cold Warriors whose thinking — 
including the idea that coups are still an acceptable means of regime change — is no more equipped 
to help bring the region into the 21st century than the ideology of left-wing Marxists is.

That's been most apparent in Honduras, where the country's congress this week refused to reinstate 
democratically elected President Manuel Zelaya, a leftist who was ousted in a June 28 military 
coup. The Obama Administration condemned Zelaya's overthrow as an affront to Latin America's 
fledgling democracies. But conservatives led by GOP South Carolina Sen. Jim DeMint — who 
blocked Valenzuela's confirmation to protest Obama's stance — and Bush Administration holdovers 
such as the U.S.'s ambassador to the Organization of American States, Lewis Amselem (who was 
finally replaced this week), pushed Obama into brokering a deal in which the U.S. effectively 
condoned yet another armed putsch in the region. In an about-face, Obama recognized last Sunday's 
presidential election in Honduras, even though almost every other government in the world didn't 
because they consider the current regime there illegitimate. (The incoming Honduran president will 
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be Porfirio Lobo, a wealthy cattle rancher.) (See a story about Zelaya protesting the Honduran 
election.)

U.S. officials had been optimistic that even if the Honduran Congress refused to restore Zelaya 
before last Sunday's election, it would at least vote after the election to let him finish the remaining 
two months of his term. It would be a good-faith sign that the country was returning to 
constitutional order. Instead the legislators, emboldened by the success of the coup, poked both 
Obama and constitutional order in the eye again this week. Coup-happy forces in other Latin 
American countries can only feel emboldened as well. (See pictures of post-coup violence in 
Honduras.)

The Honduras debacle is just the latest example of Obama's actions failing his words in Latin 
America. He wowed the Summit of the Americas in Trinidad last spring with soaring pledges to 
drop Washington's heavy-handed double standards in the region. He won kudos for acknowledging 
that the drug war is as much about U.S. consumption as it is about Latin corruption. But the cheers 
have since turned to chagrin on numerous fronts. Obama is loath to offend supporters of the U.S. 
trade embargo against Cuba; yet even Latin leaders who scorn the Castros shake their heads at 
Obama's insistence on retaining that utterly failed and globally rebuked policy — a position he 
holds despite polls that show a majority of Cuban-Americans now favor letting U.S. citizens travel 
to the communist island, and which suggest they're also weary of the 47-year-old embargo.

In South America, meanwhile, Obama has turned what should have been a routine transfer of U.S. 
anti-drug operations into a diplomatic row. By not consulting the continent's leaders about U.S. 
plans to use Colombian military bases not just for drug interdiction but also counter-insurgency 
work, which could theoretically spill over Colombia's borders, he needlessly revived deep-seated 
fears of yanqui military interventionism south of the border and raised the hackles of U.S. allies like 
Brazil and Chile. It was the kind of dismissive display that Bush was best known for in Latin 
America — and a gift to the anti-U.S. Latin left, whose leader, Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez, 
is galvanizing his political base at home in a difficult economy by hollering about an imminent U.S. 
invasion.

One of the U.S.'s more tiresome habits in Latin America is over-emphasizing elections as a political 
panacea. A transparent vote is of course a good thing — but for too long the U.S. has given Latin 
countries the impression that it's the only thing, muffling the harder message that real democracy is 
what happens after elections. Critics may call Chávez an authoritarian Castro wannabe. Yet he's 
remained in power for 10 years, and may well last another 10, in part because he's exploited 
Washington's election obsession. He's been cleanly voted in three times and that's helped him retain 
a democratic legitimacy despite his hegemonic power inside Venezuela. Valenzuela insists that the 
recent Honduran election doesn't whitewash the coup; but Amselem recently told the OAS he 
thought it would. Now, by recognizing its results, after earlier warning that he wouldn't, Obama has 
essentially accepted Amselem's dubious principle.

Valenzuela, one of the U.S.'s most esteemed experts on Latin America, was "disappointed" by the 
Honduran Congress' decision not to let Zelaya finish out his term. "The status quo," he said, 
"remains unacceptable." But it's a status quo Obama let the Cold Warriors keep intact — and it's 
now up to Valenzuela to wrest Latin America policy back from them.

Read "In Central America, Coups Still Trump Change "

See pictures of violence in Honduras.
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Violence Erupts During Honduras Protests 
Stories 
Zelaya Blasts Election as Hondurans Vote

  

Is U.S. Opposition to the Honduran Coup 
Lessening?
By TIM PADGETT Friday, Oct. 16, 2009 

 
Toppled Honduran President Manuel Zelaya speaks during a meeting with advisers and negotiators 
inside the Brazilian embassy in Tegucigalpa on Oct. 12, 2009 
ORLANDO SIERRA / AFP / Getty

The negotiations that were revived this week in the hope of resolving the Honduran coup crisis still 
haven't cracked the critical issue: whether ousted President Manuel Zelaya will be restored to office 
and allowed to finish the final three months of his term. The U.S., the Organization of American 
States (OAS) and every other nation in the world have condemned the June 28 military coup as 
antidemocratic — and they've warned the installed President, Roberto Micheletti, that they won't 
recognize the results of Honduras' long-planned Nov. 29 presidential election if Zelaya isn't 
reinstated beforehand.
But there are growing signs that the U.S. may be willing to abandon that condition. A number of 
well-placed sources in Honduras and the U.S. tell TIME that officials in the State Department and 
the U.S.'s OAS delegation have informed them that the Obama Administration is mulling ways to 
legitimize the election should talks fail to restore Zelaya in time. "We're suddenly hearing from 
them that the one may no longer be a [precondition] for the other," says a Western diplomat in the 
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Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa, where Zelaya is currently holed up in the Brazilian embassy. (See 
TIME's photo-essay "Violence Erupts During Honduras Protests.")

Zelaya warned this week that legitimizing the election "without the reinstatement of the 
constitutional President would only legitimize" the coup. But U.S. officials, while insisting they've 
not given up on restoring Zelaya before Nov. 29, acknowledge they're considering a Plan B — 
perhaps brokering more international oversight of the balloting while forging a deal that reinstates 
Zelaya after the election so that he can finish out his term, which ends on Jan. 27. "We've always 
preferred a restoration of constitutional and democratic order in Honduras that includes the 
restoration of Manuel Zelaya," one State official tells TIME. "But the elections are going to take 
place either way, and the international community needs to come to terms with that fact."

The official concedes that recognizing an election held while an illegitimate regime is in power is a 
"significant challenge." It may be even harder given recent actions by that regime: in the past three 
weeks, Micheletti has cracked down on civil rights, shuttered pro-Zelaya broadcasters and decreed 
that more media will be muzzled if they "transmit messages that incite national hate." Micheletti, a 
devout Roman Catholic who has said he's on a calling from God, lifted many of his emergency 
decrees during a visit last week by U.S. Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the ranking 
Republican on the House Foreign Affairs Committee and a Micheletti supporter. But human-rights 
groups like Amnesty International say police and soldiers are still blocking street protests.

Micheletti insists Zelaya was overthrown because he defied a Supreme Court order against holding 
a referendum on constitutional reform that could have lifted Honduras' ban on presidential re-
election. And he claims he's protecting Honduras from the sway of Zelaya's left-wing ally, 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez. But critics say Micheletti is acting a lot like just the kind of 
authoritarian caudillo he accuses Chávez of being. Micheletti recently fired back at visiting OAS 
delegates that they and his other critics "don't know the whole truth, and at times it appears that you 
don't want to hear it." Neither Micheletti nor his spokespeople have answered queries from TIME. 

The U.S. holds the most leverage over Micheletti and his partners in the Honduran military and 
business élite. Since the coup, the U.S. government has revoked their U.S.-entry visas as well as 
more than $30 million in aid for Honduras. Even so, many in the hemisphere have questioned 
Obama's wholehearted commitment to thwarting the coup and getting Zelaya reinstalled. A Latin-
American diplomat close to the Zelaya-Micheletti talks says the acting leader's own aides showed 
him an e-mail last month from a high-level official in the U.S.'s OAS delegation concurring that 
Zelaya's return should not be a condition for approving the election. What's more, says the 
diplomat, the missive suggests that insisting on Zelaya's restoration has handed a victory to Chávez 
and other anti-U.S. leaders in the region. 

The e-mail was not sent by the U.S. ambassador to the OAS, Lewis Amselem. But some of 
Amselem's recent public remarks are at odds with the Administration's stated support for restoring 
Zelaya. After Zelaya sneaked back into Honduras last month from an exile imposed by the military, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said he and Micheletti now had "the best opportunity" to sign a 
deal brokered by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias that would reinstall Zelaya while granting 
amnesty to the coup leaders. But Amselem, a holdover from the George W. Bush Administration, 
called Zelaya's surprise reappearance in Tegucigalpa "irresponsible and foolish." Many diplomats 
say Micheletti took that as a green light to resist the accord and crack down on Zelaya supporters 
inside Honduras.

Either way, the State official says the long-term needs of Honduran democracy should also be 
weighed. Both sides have to "construct a national dialogue" that addresses "the political polarization 
plaguing Honduras in the first place," the official says, adding that the election "could end up 
providing new political leadership that finally confronts that problem." And to their credit, the 
leading presidential candidates — Porfirio Lobos of the National Party and Elvin Santos of the 
Liberal Party — have contributed responsibly to resolving the crisis.
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But opponents of that reasoning say it risks undermining the entire U.S. stance against the coup and 
is unlikely to win any Latin-American backing. "Any election run by a coup government is 
automatically unconstitutional," Zelaya's Foreign Minister–in-exile, Patricia Rodas, insists. "You 
don't further democratization in Honduras by acquiescing to coup-mongers."

Mark Weisbrot, co-director of the Center for Economic and Policy Research, a liberal Washington 
think tank, says backing away from restoring Zelaya "sends an ugly signal that the U.S. doesn't 
really consider the era of using military coups in the region to be over." He adds it would fuel 
charges that Obama has been cowed by a small group of conservative Republican Cold Warriors in 
Congress. Led by South Carolina Senator Jim DeMint, they recently journeyed to Honduras to 
show their support for Micheletti and are holding up diplomatic appointments to protest Obama's 
opposition to the coup. (Read "Honduras Quagmire: An Interview with Zelaya.")

Zelaya, however, isn't always helping his own cause. After setting up in the Brazilian embassy last 
month, he claimed Israeli mercenaries were trying to zap him and his entourage with high-
frequency radiation. Worse, David Romero, a director at Radio Globo, one of the shuttered pro-
Zelaya stations in Honduras, spoke approvingly of Hitler's efforts to "finish off" the Jews, "because 
if there is anyone who is harmful to [Honduras], it's the Jews and the Israelites." Romero later 
apologized for the remarks, but they were an unsettling reminder of the Latin-American left's 
increasing tendency toward anti-Semitic rhetoric.

With that in mind, the State Department's reasoning is perhaps understandable: If Micheletti and 
Zelaya are the best leadership Honduras can offer right now, it's tempting to want to bless an 
election and move beyond the two of them as quickly as possible. But if Micheletti doesn't yield the 
presidency back to Zelaya by Nov. 29, whoever wins that day is likely to be a global pariah — a 
fact that perhaps the U.S. needs to come to terms with.

Read "The Honduran Coup: How Should the U.S. Respond?"

See TIME's Pictures of the Week. 
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Read "Zelaya's Return Promises Violence and Turmoil."

Read "Why Obama Won't Use the M-Word for Honduras' Coup."

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1920725,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1926383,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1908788,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/picturesoftheweek
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1907600,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1926383,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1925414,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1908788,00.html


A DAILY GLOBAL NEWS HOUR

With Amy Goodman & Juan Gonzalez

Home Stations Past Shows Topics Blog Get Involved Tour Español About DONATEe 
May 31, 2011                           « Previous Story | Next Story » 

Exclusive Interview with Manuel Zelaya on the 
U.S. Role in Honduran Coup, WikiLeaks and 
Why He Was Ousted

 

Shortly after Manuel Zelaya returned to his home this weekend for the first time since the 2009 
military coup d’état, he sat down with Democracy Now! for an exclusive interview. He talks about 
why he believes the United States was behind the coup, and what exactly happened on June 28, 
2009, when hooded Honduran soldiers kidnapped him at gunpoint and put him on a plane to Costa 
Rica, stopping to refuel at Palmerola, the U.S. military base in Honduras. “This coup d’état was 
made by the right wing of the United States”, Zelaya says. “The U.S. State Department has always  
denied, and they continue to deny, any ties with the coup d’état. Nevertheless, all of the proof  
incriminates the U.S. government. And all of the actions that were taken by the 'de facto' regime, or 
the 'golpista regime', which are those who carried out the coup, favor the industrial policies and the  
military policies and the financial policies of the United States in Honduras”. [includes rush 
transcript]

Filed under Honduras, Wikileaks
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Guest: Manuel Zelaya, ousted Honduran president 

Related stories

- WikiLeaks Cables Reveal "Secret History" of U.S. Bullying in Haiti at Oil Companies’ Behest 
- Zelaya’s Return: Neither Reconciliation nor Democracy in Honduras 
- Xiomara Castro, Wife of Manuel Zelaya, on Returning to Honduras and Her Rumored Bid for the 
Honduran Presidency 
- Out of Exile: Part II of Exclusive Report on Ousted Honduran President Zelaya’s Return 2 Years 
After U.S.-Backed Coup 
- Zelaya’s Son Héctor: The Honduran Resistance Helped Pave the Way for Our Return 

RUSH TRANSCRIPT

This transcript is available free of charge. However, donations help us provide closed captioning for 
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the deaf and hard of hearing on our TV broadcast. Thank you for your generous contribution. 
Donate 
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Democracy Now!’s Exclusive Coverage of Manuel Zelaya’s Return Trip to Honduras 

AMY GOODMAN: Manuel Zelaya, the former president of Honduras, returned home on Saturday 
after 23 months in exile. At a news conference Sunday in his living room, Zelaya said the coup was 
the work of an international conspiracy that should be investigated. It was the first coup in Central 
America in a quarter of a century. The military kidnapped Zelaya from his home at gunpoint, put 
him on a plane to Costa Rica, stopping to refuel at Palmerola, the U.S. military base in Honduras — 
this after he tried to organize a non-binding referendum asking voters if they wanted to rewrite the 
constitution. Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez and Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos 
brokered the agreement between ousted President Zelaya and the current Honduran President 
Porfirio Lobo. It was called the Cartagena Accord, paving the way for Zelaya’s return.

Democracy Now! flew with President Zelaya from Managua, the Nicaraguan capital, to Honduras. 
On Sunday, we sat down with him at his home in Tegucigalpa. I asked President Zelaya to talk 
about what happened the day of the coup, June 28th, 2009.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] A president who was elected by the people was taken 
out of his home at gunpoint in the early, early morning wee hours in his pajamas and 
taken and abandoned in Costa Rica, in the airport of Costa Rica.

AMY GOODMAN: But first, can you tell me what exactly happened here? What time 
was it? What did you hear? How did you wake up?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] I arrived to my home at 3:30 in the morning. The 
next day, we were going to have a referendum, public referendum, throughout the whole 
nation. It was only an opinion poll, basically, and it was not legally binding — 14,000 
polls placed all over the country. And there was an international conspiracy in order to 
say that communism was entering into this country and that the Caracas plan was going 
to enter in to destroy the United States and that we are destroying the U.S. empire, if 
they would let that opinion poll take place. Many who were business leaders and others, 
high society folks, they fell into that trap. This coup d’état was made by the right wing 
of the United States.

Those early morning hours, in the wee hours of that morning, they started to pressure 
the honor guard. They came here at 5:15 in the morning. There were isolated shots that 
were fired in the neighborhood, some in this street over here and others in the back part 
of the house. You can see that this is a small house, middle class. It’s easy to assault this 
house. I was woken by the gunshots. I went downstairs in my pajamas to the first floor, 
on the patio on the outside. At that very moment, the gunshots were impacting on the 
door in the back. My first reaction was to hit the floor and to cover myself from the 
gunshots. That is the moment in which the military entered into the patio in the back.

They threatened me with their rifles, M-16 machine guns. They said that it was a 
military order. And they were shouting at me, and they were ordering me to give my cell 
phone, because I was talking on my phone. There were more than 10 military, who were 
hooded, who entered into the house, actually. But outside there were 200 to 300. The 
only thing you could see were their eyes. Everything else was covered. And they 
surrounded me. They threatened me, that they were going to shoot. And I said to them, 
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"If you have orders to shoot, then shoot me. But know that you are shooting the 
president of the republic, and you are a subalternate, you are an underling." And so, they 
did not shoot at me.

And so, they forced me to go to their vehicles outside with my pajamas on. We landed 
in the U.S. military base of Palmerola. There, they refueled. There were some 
movements that happened outside. I don’t know what conversations took place. About 
15, 20 minutes, we waited there in the airport of Palmerola. And then to Costa Rica, and 
everything else is public after that.

AMY GOODMAN: Why were you brought to the U.S. military base? It is not that far 
to fly from Tegucigalpa airport to Costa Rica. Why would you be brought to the U.S. 
military base? And they must have had the U.S. military’s permission.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] The U.S. State Department has always denied, and 
they continue to deny, any ties with the coup d’état. Nevertheless, all of the proof 
incriminates the U.S. government. And all of the actions that were taken by the de facto 
regime, or the golpista regime, which are those who carried out the coup, and it is to 
make favor of the industrial policies and the military policies and the financial policies 
of the United States in Honduras.

AMY GOODMAN: Was your daughter Pichu in the house?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] In my house, there were three people. The woman 
who cleans the house and who works here, and she has 10 years working with us, she is 
a woman of great trust. And she continues to work here. Her name is Suyapa. She was 
taken out, and they dragged her by pulling out her hair, because the military, after they 
captured me, they entered into each one of the rooms, and they broke into the rooms 
through using their rifle butts, looking for my wife and for my daughter. My daughter is 
very thin, and so she went underneath the bed. Suyapa, the cleaning lady, she’s a little 
overweight, and so she could not hide. So they grabbed her by her hair, and they took 
her away. Pichu, whose real name is Xiomara Hortensia, she hid under the bed, and they 
didn’t find her.

AMY GOODMAN: The M-16s, where were they made, that the hooded Honduran 
soldiers used?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] All of the arms that the Honduran military uses are 
U.S. weapons. And the high command of the military of Honduras is trained at the 
School of the Americas.

AMY GOODMAN: After the coup, did the U.S. stop the weapons flow to Honduras?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] This week, there were 85 members of Congress of 
the United States, they sent a letter to the State Department, Hillary Clinton, and this 
letter speaks to the necessity of controlling the support, and they speak of paralyzing, 
which is given to the armed forces of Honduras. And so, they point to the high rates of 
violations of human rights that take place in Honduras. In other words, after the coup 
d’état in this country, the U.S. has increased its military support to Honduras.

AMY GOODMAN: Do you support the call of the Congress members?



MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] All who defend human rights and who are against the 
armaments and war making, they have my support.

AMY GOODMAN: You say that the coup was a conspiracy. And you talked about the 
right wing in the United States. Explain exactly what you understand. Who fomented 
this coup against you?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] The conspiracy began when I started to join what is 
ALBA, the Latin American nations with Bolivarian Alternative. So, a dirty war at the 
psychological level was carried out against me. Otto Reich started this. The ex-Under 
Secretary of State Roger Noriega, Robert Carmona, and the Arcadia Foundation, created 
by the CIA, they associated themselves with the right wing, with military groups, and 
they formed a conspiracy. They argued that I was a communist and that I was attacking 
the security of the hemisphere, because I’m a friend of Fidel, I’m a friend of Chávez, 
and I had declared my government as a government which is progressive.

AMY GOODMAN: And yet, WikiLeaks released that trove of U.S. government cables, 
and in it was a cable from then-U.S. ambassador — the then-U.S. ambassador to 
Honduras to the State Department, saying that — I think it was titled "Open and Shut: 
The Case of the Honduran Coup," and it was saying it was illegal, it was 
unconstitutional. It was written by U.S. Ambassador Hugo Llorens.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] Hugo Llorens cooperated in order to avoid the coup 
d’état. He knew everything that was happening in Honduras. And I am a witness to the 
effort that he made to stop the coup. But when he perceived that he could no longer stop 
it, then he withdrew. I don’t know if he had orders to withdraw, but he allowed 
everything to happen. He did help my family a great deal after the coup. And I am 
grateful to him now. He showed me that he is someone who believes in democracy and 
not in the coups d’état. But a great part of the Pentagon does not believe this, nor does 
the Southern Command.

AMY GOODMAN: What does the Southern Command have to do with this?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] The link that Ambassador Ford, who was the 
ambassador from the United States before Llorens, he said that I could not have a 
friendship with Hugo Chávez. He wanted me to give political [asylum] to Posada 
Carriles. He wanted to name who my ministers of my cabinet of my government should 
be. He wanted his recommendations to become ministers of my government.

AMY GOODMAN: Posada Carriles, he wanted him to be able to take refuge in 
Honduras, the man who was alleged to be the mastermind behind the Cubana bombing 
that killed scores of people?

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] After eight days of my becoming president of the 
country, the ambassador, Charles Ford, asked me if I could give political asylum to 
Posada Carriles in Honduras. And of course, I sent him to outside. He spoke to my 
foreign minister, my secretary of state, about that — the same ambassador who 
prohibited me from becoming a member of the ALBA. And this ambassador, who just 
left Honduras, who left the country with a political profile of myself, the ambassador, 
Ford, left this letter as a profile of the president, and when you read it, you can tell that 
it is the precursor of the coup itself. WikiLeaks published this document. They 
published the profile that Ambassador Ford made of me to give to Hugo Llorens, saying 



that the United States needs to make decisions about what it will do the following year 
in order to detain me, because I am tied to narcotrafficking and to terrorism and to 
many, many other things. So, he prepared the ambiance, situation. And he was 
transferred from the embassy to the Southern Command. And that is the tie. And if you 
ask today, where is this Ambassador Ford? He is in the Southern Command. And so, he 
left here in order to prepare the coup d’état.

AMY GOODMAN: And yet, the coup d’état took place under President Obama, not 
before.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] We’re talking about the United States, so it’s an 
empire. The United States is an empire, and so Obama is the president of the United 
States, but he is not the chief of the empire. Even though Obama would be against the 
coup, the process toward the coup was already moving forward. The most that they tell 
a president like President Obama, that there’s a political crisis going on. But they do not 
talk about the details that they were involved in in terms of the conspiracy.

AMY GOODMAN: President Obama early on called it a coup. But then the 
administration seemed to back off, both he and Hillary Clinton.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] They gave themselves up before the coup itself. That 
is the proof, in fact, that the coup came from the north, from the U.S. So they are even 
able to bend the arm of the President of the United States, President Obama, and the 
State Department, and they impeded my restitution as president of the country.

AMY GOODMAN: Ousted President Manuel Zelaya, sitting in his home in his living room in 
Tegucigalpa for the first time in 23 months, kidnapped at gunpoint by Honduran soldiers as his 
daughter Pichu hid under her bed upstairs. He was then flown to Palmerola, the U.S. military base 
in Honduras, supposedly to refuel, and then on to Costa Rica. It was the first military coup in Latin 
America in more than a quarter of a century.

We leave you today with Zelaya’s address to tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of 
Hondurans upon his arrival home on Saturday.

MANUEL ZELAYA: [translated] Your presence here this afternoon shows the support 
of the international community, that the blood was not shed in vain, because we’re still 
standing, keeping our position valid. Peaceful resistance. Fellows, resistance is today 
the cry of victory, of the return to Honduras of all the rights and guarantees of the 
Honduran democracy.

AMY GOODMAN: Tomorrow, in part two of our interview, President Zelaya will talk about his 
plans for the future. We’ll also speak with his wife, former First Lady of Honduras Xiomara Castro 
de Zelaya. We ask her if she plans to run for president next. Special thanks to Democracy Now!’s 
Hany Massoud for his remarkable camera work and Andrés Tomas Conteris for translating, and to 
both for making this broadcast possible. Also thanks to Channel 11 in Tegucigalpa.
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WikiLeaks Honduras: US Linked to Brutal Businessman 
Since 2009, beneath the radar of the international media, the coup government ruling Honduras has 
been collaborating with wealthy landowners in a violent crackdown on small farmers struggling for 
land rights in the Aguán Valley in the northeastern region of the country. More than forty-six 
campesinos have been killed or disappeared. Human rights groups charge that many of the killings 
have been perpetrated by the private army of security guards employed by Miguel Facussé, a 
biofuels magnate. Facussé’s guards work closely with the Honduran military and police, which 
receive generous funding from the United States to fight the war on drugs in the region.

New Wikileaks cables now reveal that the US embassy in Honduras—and therefore the State 
Department—has known since 2004 that Miguel Facussé is a cocaine importer. US “drug war” 
funds and training, in other words, are being used to support a known drug trafficker’s war against 
campesinos.

Miguel Facussé Barjum, in the embassy’s words, is “the wealthiest, most powerful businessman in 
the country,” one of the country’s “political heavyweights.” The New York Times recently described 
him as “the octogenarian patriarch of one of the handful of families controlling much of Honduras’ 
economy.” Facussé’s nephew, Carlos Flores Facussé, served as president of Honduras from 1998 to 
2002. Miguel Facussé’s Dinant corporation is a major producer of palm oil, snack foods, and other 
agricultural products. He was one of the key supporters of the military coup that deposed 
democratically elected President Manuel Zelaya on June 28, 2009.

Miguel Facussé’s power base lies in the lower Aguán Valley, where campesinos originally settled in 
the 1970s as part of an agrarian reform strategy by the Honduran government, which encouraged 
hundreds of successful campesino cooperatives and collectives in the region. Beginning in 1992, 
though, new neoliberal governments began promoting the transfer of their lands to wealthy elites, 
who were quick to take advantage of state support to intimidate and coerce campesinos into selling, 
and in some cases to acquire land through outright fraud. Facussé, the biggest beneficiary by far of 
these state policies, now claims at least 22,000 acres in the lower Aguán, at least one-fifth of the 
entire area, much of which he has planted in African palms for an expanding biofuel empire.

Campesino living standards in the region, meanwhile, have eroded dramatically. In December 2009 
thousands of organized campesinos began staging collective recuperations of lands in the lower 
Aguán that they argue were stolen from them, or else legally promised to them by the government 
through previous agreements or edicts.

The campesinos’ efforts have been met with swift and brutal retaliation. According to Committee of 
Families of the Detained and Disappeared of Honduras (COFADEH), the independent, highly 
respected human rights group, at least forty-four have been killed, at least sixteen this past summer 
alone. The victims include leaders of groups such as the Movimiento Unificado de Campesinos de 
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Aguán (MUCA), which is involved in land occupations, but also members of stable communities 
that have been in place for decades, such as Guadalupe Carney, Rigores or Prieta, whose residents 
believed they had secure title to their holdings. According to a recent statement by Human Rights 
Watch calling for investigation, no one has been arrested or prosecuted for any of these murders.

Many of these killings and related attacks have been attributed to Miguel Facussé’s private security 
guards, as well those of his associates. Known locally as sicarios or hired assassins, they wear 
either plainclothes or Grupo Dinant uniforms and are reported to number between 200 and 300. 
Facussé himself admits that on November 15, 2010, his guards shot and killed five campesinos 
from the MUCA at the El Tumbador community. A July 2011 report from a joint fact-finding 
mission from the World Council of Churches, Foodfirst Information and Action Network (FIAN) 
International, and other international groups on the killings of campesinos in the Aguán, states: “In 
all cases, according to witnesses and members of the peasant movements, the security guards 
working for Miguel Facussé and René Morales are seen to be the primary actors,” including in the 
deaths of three MUCA members on August 17, 2010.

Alleged assassinations and armed attacks by Facussé’s guards continue. On October 5, Facussé’s 
security guards allegedly shot at and gravely injured two MUCA members at the San Isidro 
campesino community, according to FIAN. On October 11 at La Aurora, FIAN and other human 
rights groups report, at least six security guards on lands claimed by Facussé’s Dinant Corporation, 
together with police and military forces, shot and killed Santos Serfino Zelaya Ruiz, 33, and opened 
fire on fifteen women spreading salt, who hid for hours afterwards in the palm trees.

On January 8, 2011, opposition activist and journalist Juan Chinchilla was kidnapped in the Aguán 
Valley, tortured and interrogated. He escaped after two days and reported in an interview that his 
captors “almost all wore uniforms of the military, police and private guards of Miguel Facussé.”

Human rights groups worldwide have denounced Facussé’s attacks on Honduran campesinos. On 
April 8, the German development bank DEG (Deutsche Investitions und Entwicklungselleschaft 
mbH), cancelled a $20 million loan to Dinant after investigating the situation. A week later EDF, a 
major French energy corporation, announced it was canceling plans to buy carbon credits from 
Dinant.

Facussé has lashed back aggressively with full-page advertisements in his defense. He also recently 
sued both Honduras’ Bishop Luis Alfonso Santos and Andres Pavon, President of the Comité para la 
Defensa del Los Derechos Humanos (CODEH), a well-known human rights group, for defamation.

In tandem with the killings and disappearances of individual activists, in the past year and a half, 
the Honduran police and military have launched successive waves of repression against entire 
campesino communities, both newly occupied sites and stable ones with long-term legal status. On 
December 15, 2010, between 500 and 1,000 police and military surrounded the small campesino 
town of Guadalupe Carney with snipers and helicopters, and staged a house-by-house search for 
alleged arms—which they never found. Troops have remained encamped in the middle of the town 
ever since. In April 2010, 2,000 Honduran police and military occupied the entire lower Aguán 
valley, controlling access and intimidating its residents.

The situation has worsened since May, and continues to escalate. Five security guards, a policeman, 
and five others, in addition to over sixteen campesinos, have died. The region is once again 
occupied by 1,000 troops in a military operation known as Xatruch II—which is aimed at 
combating armed guerrillas, of whose existence there is no evidence. Nor has any evidence been 
produced linking campesinos to the other deaths.

Overall, the occupation and repression of the lower Aguán have assumed terrifying proportions. 
“With the militarization of Xatruch II they are trying to convert our zone into Iraq,” COFADEH and 
the MUCA charge. “Our settlements are being submitted to a permanent state of siege.”

On June 24, with one hour’s notice, police burned down almost the entire ten-year-old community 



of Rigores of over 100 houses and bulldozed down its three churches and seven-room schoolhouse. 
The residents began to rebuild their homes with tarps and sticks, but on September 16–18, in 
response to the death of a policeman nearby, police rampaged through the town, randomly grabbing 
and detaining people, including children. One of them was a 16-year-old boy who has testified that 
police put a bag over his head, sprayed him with gasoline and threatened to kill him. On September 
20 police and military successfully ejected all those who remained in the community .

Multiple eyewitnesses and human rights groups report Facussé’s private guards, police, and military 
all working together in these violent evictions and associated deaths— at El Tumbador on 
November 15, 2010; in Guadalupe Carney on December 15, 2010; in Rigores on June 24, 2011; and 
at La Aurora on October 11, where the women hid in the trees—as well as during Chinchilla’s 
kidnapping. This past August 15, COFADEH reports, Facussé’s guards along with police and 
members of the military brutally attacked campesinos on the African palm plantation known as 
Finca Panamá.

According to Rights Action, the Washington, DC, and Toronto–based human rights group, 
“Military, police and private security forces are reported to exchange uniforms depending on the 
context, to mobilize jointly both in police patrol cars and automobiles that belong to private security 
companies employed by the African palm planters.” COFADEH concludes: “The relationship 
between the military and the private security guards demonstrates clearly that the security guards 
are acting as paramilitary forces.”

In the past two years since the coup US funding for the Honduran military and police has escalated 
dramatically. The US has allocated $45 million in new funds for military construction, including 
expansion and improvement of the jointly operated Soto Cano Air Force Base at Palmerola 
(supplied now with US drones) and has opened three new military bases. Police and military 
funding, almost $10 million for 2011, rose dramatically in June with $40 million more under the 
new $200 million Central American Regional Security Initiative, supposedly to combat drug 
trafficking in Central America—which is, indeed, rampant, dangerous and growing in Honduras 
under Lobo’s post-coup government, especially in the Aguán.

Honduran military operations in the lower Aguán valley, including joint operations with Facussé’s 
guards, benefit from these funds, as well as special training. This summer seventy members of 
Honduras’ Fifteenth Batallion received a special thirty-three-day training course from the US 
Rangers. According to the Honduras Solidarity Network, members of the Xatruch Special Forces 
group in the Aguán Valley, in a September meeting, “confirmed that they had received training from 
the United States military in special operations, which include sniper and anti-terrorism training.” 
Eyewitnesses informed Rights Action they saw US Rangers also training Facussé’s security guards.

Most recently, on October 6 members of Operation Xatruch II captured, detained without charges, 
and tortured Walter Nelin Sabillón Yanos, a MUCA member, FIAN reports. Sabillón testified to 
FIAN that while he was in detention at the Tocoa police station, authorities beat him, repeatedly 
placed a hood on his head, and three times applied electric shock to his hands, abdomen and mouth 
while interrogating him about the campesino movement.

On September 17 I called the Tocoa police station to inquire about the condition of more than thirty 
campesinos that had been rounded up and were being detained. “Tell her they’ve killed all the 
campesinos,” the official laughed, and then hung up. A colleague who called immediately afterward 
was told the detainees were being treated “like dogs.” “Are they being tortured?” she asked. “I hope 
so,” the official replied.

Now cables released by Wikileaks on September 30 suddenly shed light on the US military and 
State Department’s role in the Aguán Valley conflict and in Honduras more broadly. A March 19, 
2004, cable from the US embassy in Tegucigalpa, entitled “Drug Plane Burned on Prominent 
Honduran’s Property,” reports that “a known drug trafficking flight with a 1,000 kilo cocaine 
shipment from Colombia…successfully landed March 14 on the private property of Miguel 



Facusse.” According to the cable’s author, Ambassador Larry Palmer, sources informed police that 
“its cargo was off-loaded onto a convoy of vehicles that was guarded by about 30 heavily armed 
men.” The plane was seen burned and its wreckage then buried by a “bulldozer/front-end loader.” 
Palmer writes that “Facusse’s property is heavily guarded and the prospect that individuals were 
able to access the property and, without authorization, use the airstrip is questionable.” One source 
“claimed that Facusse was present on the property at the time of the incident.”

Ambassador Palmer also reported that “this incident marks the third time in the last fifteen months 
that drug traffickers have been linked to this property owned by Mr. Facusse.” In a subsequent cable 
on March 31, 2004, Palmer noted the confiscation by Honduran authorities of “approximately 700 
kilos of cocaine” and conveyed the belief that the drugs may have come from the burned plane on 
Facussé’s property.

On February 22, 2009—four months before the coup—El Heraldo, a right-wing Tegucigalpa 
newspaper, reported that, according an official of the Honduran government’s anti-narcotics office, 
a Cessna aircraft with 1,400 kilos of cocaine had been found in Farallones, east of the Aguán Valley 
in the department of Colon, “on a landing strip that according to our information belongs to Miguel 
Facussé.” It seems safe to presume that the US embassy reads El Heraldo daily and carefully.

Other cables released by Wikileaks establish that embassy officials met with Miguel Facussé in 
June 2006 and on September 7, 2009, ten weeks into the coup, when the embassy had lunch with 
Facussé and Rafael Callejas, another of the coup government’s powerful backers.

A new US ambassador, Lisa Kubiske, arrived in Honduras this August. She is an expert on biofuels
—the center of Miguel Facussé’s African palm empire.

How does this all add up, then? First, the US embassy met at least twice with a known, prominent 
drug trafficker. Second, it was aware that he was a backer of the coup and met with him as it was 
playing out, as if he were merely a “prominent businessman.”

Third, most importantly, the United States is funding and training Honduran military and police that 
are conducting joint operations with the security guards of a known drug trafficker, to violently 
repress a campesino movement on behalf of Facusse’s dubious claims to vast swathes of the Aguán 
Valley, in order to support his African palm biofuels empire.

Current Honduran President Porfirio Lobo was in Washington, DC, the first week in October, 
trumpeting his commitment to defending human rights and fighting drug wars—with President 
Obama’s full blessing. In reality, both are providing cover and support for a war against 
impoverished campesinos, to promote the economic interests of Honduras’ richest and most 
powerful man.
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Drug Wars Push Deeper Into Central America

 

                                                                                       Tomas Munita for The New YorkTimes

Fernando Ferre, 17, dug the grave of a neighbor who was killed near San Pedro Sula, Honduras.

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD and DAMIEN CAVE

Published: March 23, 2011 

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras — Josue Oviedo looked into his sister’s fading eyes as she fought 
to speak her last words.

“She was trying to tell me something,” he said, a day after the funeral for Daisy Oviedo Mejía, 22, 
who died in a storm of bullets while watching her brother play soccer a few weeks ago. “But she 
couldn’t. I gave her mouth-to-mouth but there was too much blood.” 

Ms. Oviedo, a primary school teacher who liked to dance and sing with her students, was one of 
four people killed that day when gunmen opened fire at a park, the second such massacre here since 
November. She was innocent, the authorities said, another casualty in the violence and social ills 
rocking Central America as criminal groups turn the region into a main artery for funneling cocaine 
north to the United States. 

Traffickers have used Central America as a stopover point since at least the 1970s. But the 
aggressive crackdowns on criminal organizations in Mexico and Colombia, coupled with strides in 
limiting smuggling across the Caribbean, have increasingly brought the powerful syndicates here, 
pushing the drug scourge deeper into small Central American countries incapable of combating it. 

Most of the known cocaine shipments moving north, 84 percent of them, crossed through Central 
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America last year, according to radar tracking data from American authorities — a sharp increase 
from 44 percent in 2008 and only 23 percent in 2006, the year President Felipe Calderón of Mexico 
took office and began his assault against the drug gangs in his country. 

Responding to the pressure — and opportunity — the cartels have spread out quickly. Five of 
Central America’s seven countries are now on the United States’ list of 20 “major illicit drug transit 
or major illicit drug producing countries.” Three of those, Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Honduras, 
were added just last year. 

At the same time, management has changed. Mexican cartels have taken over from Colombians in 
recent years, recruiting local gangs to help bolster shipments, increasing consumption by paying 
with drugs and expanding extortion and kidnapping networks to round out their enterprise. 

“This is David versus Goliath,” said Marlon Pascua, Honduras’s defense secretary. “And we are 
David fighting the giant.” 

The issue took center stage when President Obama, during a visit to El Salvador on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, announced a plan to fight organized crime in the region by strengthening civilian 
institutions and providing training for local authorities, weapons and equipment. 

But such promises have been made before, and many Central American leaders are frustrated by the 
wait. Of the $1.6 billion in law enforcement support promised under the antidrug Merida initiative 
announced in 2007, $258 million was assigned to Central America. Yet only $20 million of it had 
actually been spent by April of last year, according to the Government Accountability Office. 

Meanwhile, the problem continues to metastasize. American officials say the 2009 coup in 
Honduras kicked open the door to cartels, and this month the authorities there made a troubling 
find: a major cocaine processing lab, suggesting that the region was becoming not just a way station 
for drugs, but also a manufacturer. 

Even once peaceful corners like Costa Rica are struggling with addiction, gangs and drug-money 
corruption. Without immediate help, said José María Tijerino Pacheco, Costa Rica’s minister of 
public security, “the region is going to degenerate into another Mexico.” 

Overmatched Defenses 

The American military’s map of suspected drug plane and boat traffic heading from South America 
to Central America last year shows scores of lines running north. On the Atlantic side is a pistol-
shaped arc of flights: the handle is the Venezuela-Colombia border and the barrel is pointed at 
Honduras’s Caribbean coast. On the Pacific side, the tracks show mostly boats — with dozens of 
lines heading from Colombia to an area of Costa Rica famous for fishing. 

Both routes are increasingly popular: suspected drug flights to Honduras spiked to 82 last year, up 
from only 6 in 2006; in Costa Rica, there were 100 “maritime events,” up from just 12 five years 
ago. 

The patterns reveal how drug traffickers exploit the region’s geographic, political and economic 
vulnerabilities. In Honduras, the coast northeast of San Pedro Sula offers a remote, largely 
uninhabited rainforest that is perfect for the single-engine planes traffickers use, then hide or burn to 
destroy the evidence. 

One former smuggler said he had little trouble moving cocaine loads for years. He said he collected 
pound after pound from planes and then drove it by boat or car to the Guatemala border, without 
once being caught. 

“We always got it through,” he said, withholding his full name for fear of reprisals. 

Honduran officials hardly dispute such claims, saying the radar system they would need to closely 
track the planes would cost $30 million, and even then, they would need helicopters and other 
equipment to quickly intervene. The coup only made matters worse, because the Honduran military 
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was diverted to containing street protests and American officials suspended anti-narcotics aid in 
response to the political crisis. 

In Costa Rica, the Pacific Coast has proven just as porous. Speedboats with contraband ply the 
shipping lanes, according to fishermen in Puntarenas, the country’s main Pacific port. They say 
their radios have been crackling for years with cartel requests for food or offers of a few thousand 
dollars to carry drugs ashore. 

That is, if the traffickers do not own the boats already. Chamber of Commerce officials in 
Puntarenas said that people suspected of being cartel leaders have bought at least a half-dozen 
fishing businesses over the past few years, coercing sales either with the barrel of a gun or by 
offering more than the going rate at a time when fishing yields are declining. 

Mauricio Boraschi, who occupies a newly created position as Costa Rica’s drug czar, said the 
Mexican cartels were gobbling up any legitimate business to hide their product. “They buy 
everything — the farms, the means of production, the transport,” Mr. Boraschi said. “It’s all to 
move cocaine.” 

At the small Coast Guard base in Puntarenas, most of the guardsmen admit they are outmatched. 
“It’s extremely frustrating,” said Pastor Reyes González, the commander. “There is not much we 
can do.” 

He pointed to his boats. The smaller ones, he said, were too slow to intercept the cartels’ speedy 
skiffs. Of the unit’s three larger boats, only one had a functioning engine. And that was a hand-me-
down from the Americans, commissioned in 1960. 

All around the country’s 801-mile coastline, the story is the same. Of Costa Rica’s 26 boats 
involved in security, only 14 function, said Mr. Tijerino, the minister of public security. Even the 
largest Coast Guard stations, he said, can cover only 5 percent of their territory — and even less at 
night because they lack proper equipment. 

Costa Ricans used to joke about such limitations. The country abolished its military in 1948, and 
with a motto of “pura vida,” or pure life, it has spent decades cultivating an image of easygoing 
democratic stability. 

But what had been a point of pride has now become a vulnerability — and a catalyst for requests for 
help. 

In Costa Rica and in Honduras, as with other countries in the region, the largest seizures have come 
only with American assistance. Just a few weeks ago, after American radar picked up a plane near 
the Honduran coast, Drug Enforcement Administration helicopters with night vision gear helped 
pinpoint where the plane landed. Oscar Álvarez, the security minister, said its cocaine was seized, 
but only because the police and American agents happened to be training nearby. Even these 
victories can be fleeting. Last year, a single-engine plane that had been seized and stored at a 
military base in San Pedro Sula disappeared. Five armed men somehow slipped past guards, broke 
into the hangar and flew the plane away. 

Consequences Pile Up 

Central America is not just awash in smugglers. The region has become a major cocaine consumer, 
starting a few years ago when the cartels began paying people in kind. Local dealers quickly turned 
those payments into crack that sells for $1 a hit. 

The consequences continue to multiply. Urban areas and coastal towns are experiencing more drug-
related crime, while treatment centers are as overwhelmed and ill prepared as the police. 

In San Pedro Sula, Honduras, all of the slots at the drug treatment center were full during a recent 
visit. The closest alternative was a six-hour drive away. 

In Puntarenas, Costa Rica, the drug center offered a portrait of what happens when cartels infiltrate 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/d/drug_enforcement_administration/index.html?inline=nyt-org


a town of 10,000 people, in a country smaller than West Virginia. Housed in an antique train depot, 
the center was full, as usual, with 32 struggling men. 

“Demand for help has doubled since last year,” said Hanzel Mora Badilla, 26, the center’s manager. 
“Every year, it doubles.” 

He pulled out a heavy ledger identifying everyone who has passed through. Only about one in 100 
get clean for good, Mr. Badilla said, so the book was mostly a casualty list of the come and gone: 
Fernando, 24, a carpenter addicted to crack; Miguel, 52, a fisherman addicted to crack; Marvin, 22, 
Juan, 37, José, 30 — page after page, name after name, each a tragedy in shaky script. 

“They’re zombies,” said Mr. Boraschi, Costa Rica’s drug czar. Some, he added, are also dangerous. 

A month ago, the Costa Rican police found a couple that had been killed in a neighborhood of 
Puntarenas called Progress. They were known as the area’s main dealers, and the police said they 
were killed because they owed a debt to Mexican bosses. 

But for those who knew them before they joined the cartel economy, they exemplified a wider, 
regional spiral. 

Jesús E. Chávez, one of the Coast Guard officers in Puntarenas, said the dead dealer had been a 
school classmate. “He was a good kid,” he said. But, Mr. Chávez noted, drugs and money in Central 
America have become hard to resist. 

“The narcos are hiring our good workers, people I know,” Mr. Chávez said, describing a raid in 
which he found himself facing a neighbor who lived three houses away. 

Climbing Murder Rate 

That is exactly what frightens the people and leaders of small countries like Costa Rica and 
Honduras. While Mexico continues to struggle with heinous violence, its murder rate is still 
relatively low, at 12 per 100,000 people. In Honduras, the already high murder rate has climbed 
rapidly and is much higher than Mexico’s — at 66.8 per 100,000 people, it is the worst in Central 
America. 

Ms. Oviedo’s father, Gonzalo Oviedo, knew the statistics. He preached nonviolence in San Pedro 
Sula and in nearby La Lima, where his daughter lived and worked at the religious school the family 
runs. 

Never did he imagine, he said, that his words and faith would be so tested. 

“It is not easy to have hope,” he said. “What we have is desperation, anguish and fear.” 

Randal C. Archibold reported from San Pedro Sula, and Damien Cave from Puntarenas, Costa  
Rica.

A version of this article appeared in print on March 24, 2011, on page A1 of the New York edition.
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              Tomas Munita for The New York Times

Police officers kept watch recently outside a lab used to process cocaine near the town of San Pedro 
Sula in Honduras. 

 

                                              The New York Times

There have been two recent massacres in San Pedro Sula.

 

              Tomas Munita for The New York Times

Costa Rican coast guard members recently prepared to inspect a ship for drugs off the main Pacific 
port of Puntarenas. 
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